WALA NAMORI, OUTLAW

fugitives were again tracked to the ruined Sayla village
Valajal, where they took up a strong defensive position.
The small body of mounted men which came upon them
was unable to effect their capture, and before the armed
foot police could arrive to take part in an attack upon
them, the dacoits again escaped under cover of darkness.
No less than three times subsequently they succeeded
in escaping from justice, firstly at Chanchapur in Morvi
State, and afterwards in the Gir Forest and at Babra,
the reason being in each case the passive or active sympathy
shown them by the people and inefficient methods on the
part of the police. They then crossed the Rann, and in
April A.D. 1892 for their next venture stole horses
stationed at various parts along the road to be travelled
by the Governor of Bombay, who was on a visit to the
Rao of Kachh. This daring act necessitated their return
to Kathiawad, where they roamed closely pursued, and
on November 20 Habibmia was surrounded in a field and
surrendered to Mr. W. L. B. Souter, the Police Superin-
tendent of Dhrangadhra State. The remainder of the
gang were not heard of again for about a month, when
they were discovered to be hiding near the village of
Khakhrechi, A mounted party under the command of
Lieutenant H. L. Gordon at once hastened to the spot,
and followed the outlaws to the village of Karadia near
Malia, where they entrenched themselves in a shallow
watercourse, and hoisting their flag dared the attackers
to come on. It was now getting dark, and as an exchange
of shots did not appear to result in the discomfiture of
the outlaws, Lieutenant Gordon decided to charge them.
After first giving instructions not to stop if he or Jamadar
Kalandar Shah Khan should fall, he set himself at the
head of his men and rode for the dacoits' trench. But
only three mounted men actually reached the trench
with him, Jamadar Kalandar Shah Khan being on his
right, and Dafedar Mahomed Shakir with Sowar Ram-
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